
GREAT BOWDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held at the Community Pavilion on Thursday 20th July 2017 at 
7.30pm  

 
Present:  Adam Shepherd (Chairman),  Paul Claxton, Peter Mitchell,  

       
In attendance:   4 members of the public 
 

 
 

Action 

38/17 Public questions and comment on items on the agenda 

There were no public questions or comments on items in this agenda 

 

39/17 Declarations of interests/ pecuniary interests regarding matters on the agenda 
                
Cllr Adam Shepherd – relating to  Berry Close  as he lives close to the proposed 
development 
 

 

40/17 To receive apologies for absence 

Cllrs  Anne French, Jon Almond, Richard Henwood and Martin Ellingworth      
(Parish Clerk)  

Cllr Barry Champion 

Agreed: To accept these apologies 
 
 

 

41/17 Minutes of the full council  meeting held on the 18th May 2016 
 
Approved but would be signed off at the next meeting when the Clerk would be 
present 
 

 

42/17 District Councillors reports 
 
There were no reports 
 

 
 
 
 
 

43/17 Actions from previous meeting 
 
Bank Mandate – Cllrs Richard Henwood and Adam Shepherd have been added. 
Still need Cllrs Paul Claxton and Jon Almond to be added 
 
Bank Statements will go to the Chair when his signature is formally approved 
 

Recreation Ground purchase: contact has been made by the HDC solicitor who 
asked a few questions. However, there will not be an overly complex search as the 
two bodies involved (LA & GBPC) both represent local government. The HDC legal 
fees have been paid and there will be about £1500 which has been allocated to the 
refurbishment of the rec toilets. 
 
Dog Mess: the warden visits every two weeks AS will get some fluorescent spray 
paint for use on the footpaths   
 
CCTV: this will be progressed once GBPC owns the rec. 
Planning Protocol – remove 
 
Blocked Drains: defer to the next meeting 
 
Section 106 applications: nothing to report 

 
 
 

PC & JA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AS 
 

 
 

AS 
 
 
 
 



  
 

Action 
 

44/17 Chairman’s Announcements 
 
Had a meeting with Susan Garbutt to discuss Berry Close and the proposed 
amendments. 
 
Had a meeting with Neil O’Brian (MP) and Barry Champion to discuss all planning 
applications. Re the 5 houses approved to the north of Dingley Road, BC said 
there were more than 5 comments which meant that it should have been called in 
anyway. This is why HDC called it in out of time even though the officer had made 
the decision to refuse the application! 
 
An extra post is required at the entrance to the rec car park to prevent cars 
entering out of hours. PC to speak to Bowden Fencing about installing a post. 
Proposed by PC and seconded by AS. Motion unanimously carried. 
 
We have confirmed that posts will be installed on Church Green. PC to action with 
Bowden Fencing. 
 
PC to progress the maintenance of the Community Wood. Woodpecker have 
quoted £680 + VAT to clear the ‘rides and trim hedging. 
 
AS to speak to GB Academy asking the school to manage trees which are 
overgrown and obstructing an adjacent public footpath to the shool property. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PC 
 
 
 

PC 

45/17 New Notice Boards & Notices on Trees & Notice Boards (Items 8 & 16 
 
Referred to the next meeting 
 

 

46/17 Procedural Documents & Resident’s Database 
 
AS stated that GBPC procedural documents will be uploaded to to the new 
website. He has made drafts which will be commented on by Cllrs and further 
discussed at the next meeting. PM is to write a protocol for the management of the 
resident’s database. 
 

 
 
 

All & PM 

47/17 Parking on corners 
 
AS is to obtain photographic evidence relating to parking issues in the centre of the 
village. He is considering forming a consultation committee which would include 
residents to discuss and make some proposals. 
 

 
 
 
 

AS 

48/17 Tables on Greens 
 
AS and PC to discuss this issue with HDC. 
 

 
 
 

AS & PC 

49/17 Councillor Succession Planning 
 
PM made the following statement and proposal: 
 
‘The next election of Great Bowden Parish Councillors will take place in May 2019. 
 
It is likely that very few of the existing Councillors will stand for another term of 4 
years. This will mean that if no succession planning is in place, Great Bowden 
could have a Parish Council consisting of totally inexperienced people, who 
although willing and eager, could be ineffective for many months because of the 

 



lack of experienced councillors to guide them during their early months in office. 
 
I understand that there are a number of people who are considering putting their 
names forward to stand for election as Parish Councillors at the next election. 
 
I propose that we identify these people and over the next 20 months give them 
some formal training and familiarisation of what the role of being a councillor 
entails. 
 

GBPC has recently introduced  an assignment concept whereby each  councillor is 
assigned,   specific roles and responsibilities It has also been muted that working 
groups could be formed to include residents who could contribute and at the same 
time become familiar with the particular area in question.   

The particular areas that have been identified and the councillor responsible for 
each are:: 

 
Peter Mitchell:   Neighbourhood planning  traffic and transport 
Paul Claxton:    Planning and environmental 
Richard Henwood:         Transparency and Communication 
Adam Shepperd:   Street Services 
Jon Almond    Amenities 
Anne French              Business and Local Group liaison 
 

 Of course, those residents who wish to become councillors would have the 
opportunity to attend meetings as a members of the public and also be able to be 
assigned a councillor mentor. 

At this stage, I’m asking that GBPC endorses the concept of succession planning 
and allows me to start identifying residents who may wish to become councilors 
after the next elections in May 2019’. 

A member of the public voiced their concern that this proposal could be seen as a 
way of manipulating who stands to be a councillor at the next election. PM stated 
that was absolutely not the intention. It was simply a way of helping those 
individuals who would be interested in standing to be more effective. 

After some further discussion it was agreed that interested residents would be 
contacted nearer the time and given some background information. 

 

50/17 Councillors’ Updates 
 
As RH, JA and AF were absent, only the following updates were made: 
 
AS. Street Services: Work on Dindley Road to fill potholes is about to start. Any 
resident can report road problems by going to: 
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-maintenance/report-a-
road-problem 
 
AS stated that he will make updates on the Pavilion in future. 
 
PC. Planning. See item 53 
 

PM. Neighbourhood Plan. The draft plan was published for residents and 
stakeholders to review on Tuesday 13th June  as part of the regulation 14 six 
weeks consultation period. This period concludes on Wednesday 26th July 
2017. 
We had an Open Event on Saturday 17th June from 12.00 noon till 3.00pm 
just after the start of the consultation period 

 

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-maintenance/report-a-road-problem
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-maintenance/report-a-road-problem


 
 At the open event, we  showed  the policies & community actions by 
themes: Environment, Housing, Traffic, Transport, Community Facilities and 
Employment.  
Theme representatives  talked briefly on the policies at 12.30pm and 2pm.  
Team members were available to answer any questions. Residents and 
Stakeholders  were invited to complete feedback forms which will be taken 
into consideration at the end of the consultation period. 80 people attended 
this event. A consultation analysis has been produced. Overall, comments 
were positive relating to the various policies presented. 
The draft plan is available to view  on the parish council website and  hard 
copies are available to look through at Weltons, Bowden Stores, MH Library 
& The Shoulder of Mutton. 
 A lot of effort has been made to make sure that all residents and 
stakeholders are aware that they can make comments on the plan. This has 
been done by delivering a poster to every house in Great Bowden, by 
placing posters on the three notice boards in the village and by e-mailing 
residents on the residents database, 171 people in total. Reminders have 
been sent out by e-mail to residents and stakeholders. 
The next Advisory Committee meeting will take place on the 7th August 
when all comments received will be reviewed and responded to. This may 
result in  the plan being amended. Once the final version of the plan has 
been produced, it needs to be approved by GBPC. This will require a 
special one subject meeting in August. I would like the plan to be submitted 
to HDC during August as it will gain a degree of statutory status at that 
point.   HDC will also consult on the plan before it goes to independent 
inspection, after which a referendum will take place. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved in this huge 
task, particularly the 13 residents. Altogether 20 people have comprised the 
team including 3 Parish Councillors and 4 consultants. 
 

51/17 Transport Update 
 
PM reported that the speed sign on the left hand side on leaving the village on 
Langton Road has been demolished, probably by a heavy goods vehicle. He has 
reported this to Leics Highways including photographic evidence. 
 

 

52/17 Speed Cameras and Speeding 
 
Lee Bibby is to take over the operation and sighting of the camera. AS is to chase 
up organising a sting operation with our community constable, John Weston 

 
 
 

AS 

53/17 Planning 
 
Of the various planning applications pending consideration, the following 
comments were made: 
 
Berry Close: AS is collecting together all requested amendments in preparation for 
the forthcoming HDC Planning Committee submission 
 

GBPC intends to object to 17/00970/FUL, the building of a 6 bedroomed 
mansion at nether Green 
 
 
Agreed: To accept these statements 
 
 
 

 



Decisions: 
 

16/01674/FU The Grange Dingley 
Road 

Disharge of conditions Decided 

17/00407/FUL Erection of a barn Land off A6 Bypass Approved 

17/00778/TCA Work to trees Fernie Hunt Kennels Approved 

 
Agreed: To accept these decisions 
 

54/17 Correspondence for discussion 
 
Correspondence relating to a request to erect a notice relating to the support 
received by Sport England inscribed ‘Inspired Facility’ on the pavilion.  
Unanimously approved 
 
PM: stated that a letter was on its way to GBPC from the Village hall Trustees 
which will clarify statements made by a resident relating to the compliance with 
design criteria when the VH extension was being built. 

 

55/17 Finance Reports 
 
GBPC will apologies to John Butlin for the delay in submitting its YE Financial 
Report 

 
 
 

AS 

56/17 Items for future meetings 
 
No items were suggested 

 

57/11 Next meeting – 21st September 2017 
 
Cllr Mitchell apologised in advance for absence at the next meeting 
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 21.05 
 
 

Councillors: Paul Claxton (Chairman), Jon Almond, Adam Shepherd, Anne French, Peter Mitchell, Richard Henwood 
 

Clerk to the Council: Martin Ellingworth. 4 Elm Drive, Market Harborough LE16 9DS 
01858 464808 / 077424 61048             464martin@gmail.com 

 
District Councillors: Phil Knowles, Sarah Hill, Barry Champion 

 

mailto:gbpcmartin@gmail.com

